Paralegal Studies Program at the University of Hartford

Thirty-six years ago, in March of 1974, the Counseling Center at the Hartford College for Women began a Legal Assistant Program.  Laura A. Johnson, President of Hartford College, attended a conference on legal assistants at the Connecticut Bar Association in the spring of 1973; this was her impetus for creating the program. 

Then, as now, the Legal Assistant Program was designed to educate and advance the careers of paralegals.   In 1974, more than half of the students were already employed by area law firms. The Counseling Center maintained a “Talent Bank” of job opportunities, a precursor to the Career Center on the University campus. 

By 1987, the program had 235 students taking at least one course. The program was first approved by the American Bar Association in 1983 and has been reapproved consistently since.  It was the first paralegal program in Connecticut to receive ABA approval, a result of a rigorous review of its curriculum and faculty, with special emphasis on meeting the needs of the local legal community.

The program initially offered a noncredit certificate.  In 1989, the program was transferred to the degree-granting side of Hartford College for Women and began to offer both a certificate and an AS degree.  The Hartford College for Women merged with the University of Hartford in 1991, at which point the Bachelor’s degree was added. 

In 1991, Sharon Pope became Chair of the Legal Studies Department and was tenured as Associate Professor in 1997. Roz Katz assumed the duties of Interim Chair for AY 1998-9 and the following year, Jilda Aliotta of the Politics and Government Department of the University, became Interim Chair. In July of 2000, Christine Beck Lissitzyn joined the program as Chair and Associate Professor.  In 2008, current Director Regina Dowling joined the University.

Sharon Pope was the first fulltime professor in the Legal Studies Department.  In the Fall of 1999, Deborah Boyle, joined as a part-time instructor and program manager. Roz Katz became a “regular part-time employee,” a category of adjunct particular to the Hartford College for Women that recognized the importance of adjuncts with an ongoing connection to the program. In July of 2000, Christine Lissitzyn became the second fulltime faculty member.  When she retired in December of 2007, she was succeeded by Regina Dowling, the current Director and a fulltime employee.  The Program continues to hire adjunct instructors from the legal community who demonstrate both strong academic and teaching skills as well as experience in working with paralegals.

In the spring of 2003 the programs at the Hartford College for Women were transferred to the College of Arts and Sciences of the University of Hartford.  Students began to transition to classrooms on the University campus and the administrative offices were relocated to Auerbach Hall on the University campus in 2005.

In the fall of 2007, the program was renamed “Paralegal Studies Program” and moved to the College of University Studies, under Dean R.J. McGivney. This move aligned the Paralegal program with other educational resources and programs aimed at adult learners, including the Bachelor of University Studies degree, an individual concentration that includes Leadership and Legal Studies, a program incorporating the paralegal certificate.

For more than thirty-five years, the Paralegal Studies Program has consistently provided innovative instruction combined with practical skills. The Program has met all the requirements of the ABA, while remaining flexible to meet the needs of adult learners, extraordinary students who juggle jobs, families, and life struggles, yet who remain committed to complete their education, no matter how long it takes.

We are proud to have been a part of the education of many of the finest paralegals practicing today.  Almost 700 graduates of our program can say they completed their degree at the Paralegal Studies Program of the University of Hartford.

