A Tribute to Professor Sharon Pope

Professor Sharon Pope has been integral to the Paralegal Program at the University of Hartford since 1991, when she joined as faculty and chair of the department. Sharon’s gifts have been many.  First, Sharon developed innovative teaching strategies designed to help working adults master the skills for a new career. Sharon was also a pioneer in teaching to the “bottom half” of the class.  She has been committed throughout her career to not losing a single student.

Sharon is famous for meeting with students on weekends, at Starbucks, whenever and wherever she needed to in order to help students overcome the obstacles to education presented by being away from education for years, caring for children or parents, or simply trying to juggle life, laundry and textbooks.

Sharon is also famous for celebrating her students’ success.  Sharon never missed a graduation (except when her daughter Andrea graduated and Sharon presented her diploma). She could always be found rounding up her students and posing them for photographs to celebrate their graduation.

But graduation never meant the end of Sharon’s friendship with her students. She hired graduates, inspired them to go on to law school if that was their dream, and followed them with useful advice and encouragement every step of the way.

Sharon has served on the Paralegal Committee of the Connecticut Bar Association and was active for years in the American Association for Paralegal Education. She traveled the country reviewing paralegal programs for certification by the American Bar Association.  The University of Hartford made Sharon co-Chair of the Faculty Senate and then a University Regent.  Sharon’s contributions to the life of the University have been much appreciated.

The University Mock Trial Program owes a debt to Sharon, who brought the program to the University when it was unable to continue at Manchester Community College.  Through her extensive network of contacts, Sharon found faculty to advise the program and students to participate as “lawyers” and “clients” in the mock trial program. 

Anyone who knows Sharon knows her passion for the underprivileged.  Sharon befriended a Lithuanian basketball player named Montis, decided he needed a college degree, housed him, fed him, badgered him into studying and cheered at his  games. For his graduation, she housed an entire family of Lithuanian relatives, who expressed their deep gratitude through their actions, as their English was limited.

Sharon today is in private practice.  Retirement from the University does not mean life on the beach for Sharon.  She has built and grown a law practice devoted to the needs of elders -another passion.  After learning about elder law, Sharon took her knowledge and experience into the community.

The University of Hartford and the Paralegal Program wish Sharon continued success in her passions and pursuits. We would say we would miss her, but we know our names are on her contact list! 
