A Student’s Perspective

by Viola Hughes, candidate for a Bachelor’s Degree in Paralegal Studies 
How did I choose the paralegal profession?

I remember being about 10 years old and every day after school I went to see my mom at work. She worked as a chef for a big corporation. While she was in the kitchen preparing specialties, I sneaked out to the secretary’s office. Ms. Secretary was very friendly and let me play with her typewriter (no, they did not have any computers then) and she also let me pretend that I was answering phones. I was hooked! I loved the office environment and I knew that my career was going to involve phones, computers, clients, files, etc. 

I attended high school in the Czech Republic where education differs greatly from the U.S. educational system. When you apply to a high school you need to have a very clear idea of what you want to do because high schools in Czech are profession-oriented. It is difficult because most 15 year-olds do not know what career path to choose. I chose to study the administrative-legal assistant career. I loved all the classes and after graduating from high school I decided to enhance my education by attending law school. At the same time I started working for a head physician in a hospital that made orthopedics and prosthetics. The hospital was Czech-French based and I found that my English had some gaps. I decided to take a year off from law school to travel to the United States as an au-pair hoping that this experience would improve my English language abilities and increase my employment opportunities.
When I came to the U.S., almost a decade ago, I was taking care of triplets in Westport and was eager to learn the beautiful English language. I decided not to return back to Czech and to start to attend school here in Connecticut. I had an idea of what I wanted my career to be but I did not know what to study. As a coincidence, one day my friend told me that she heard about this “paralegal profession” and that I should look into it. I had no idea what the word paralegal meant. It sounded very foreign to me and I could not picture what exactly to expect. I did my research and eureka, I found what I was looking for. “A person with specialized training who assists lawyers” that was precisely what I wanted to do. Unfortunately my credits from law school were not accepted and I knew I would have to start from the beginning.
I started to attend the University of Hartford in 2004 as a part-time student because I worked full-time. Now almost 6 years later I will be graduating with my Bachelor’s Degree in Paralegal Studies in May 2010. I have enjoyed all of my legal classes and my two internships, which have provided me with invaluable experiences. I am sure that the paralegal profession is the best choice for me and I am toying with the idea of attending law school after I graduate. 
My dream started when I was 10 years old and now almost 20 years later it is finally going to come true. 
