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aralegal Studies hit me like a brick one night in the year of 2007.  I was at home watching late-night TV.  This particular “makeover” show featured a young woman, the age of 25, who briefly discussed her life.  She was a registered nurse, owned a cute condo and drove a very nice car.  I quickly compared myself to her.  There I was, 22 years old, working a lot, but not quite sure what I was going to do with myself in the future.  I wanted what she had.  I didn’t yet have a passion, or a calling, and this young woman on TV reminded me that I needed to get things moving because I wasn’t getting any younger.  For a brief moment I considered a career in nursing.  Then I remembered that I had never expressed an interest in the study of health and science and quickly reconsidered.  But the thought of nursing led me in the right direction.  You go to school to be a nurse and you come out a nurse.  I needed to study something technical and precise – something that would train me for a specific job but was also educationally stimulating.  I had always had an interest in the law, but I had previously tried Criminal Justice and I was preparing to become an English major at the time.  And I wondered, what exactly would I do with a degree in English and Literature after I graduated?  Then, just like that, it dawned on me.  PARALEGALS!  You go to school to study paralegal studies and when you leave you are equipped to be a paralegal!  It was the perfect solution for someone like me who needed a college degree that left little room for confusion with future career possibilities.  
Immediately, I began researching paralegal studies and found that my local community college offered a degree in business administration with a focus in paralegal studies.  I jumped on the opportunity and began taking classes within weeks.  I stayed steady at the community college for a year and a half but found that I was bored after I took all of the legal classes they offered.  I began researching four-year colleges that offered paralegal studies as a Bachelor’s degree major.  I spoke to one college in my city of Chicopee, Massachusetts but wasn’t quite impressed with what they had to offer at the cost it was being offered.  After extending my Google search to Connecticut, I came across the University of Hartford.  I reviewed their program and decided to give it a shot.  I enrolled in the open house and brought my parents with me.  They were as impressed as I was, in fact, I knew before the end of the open house that this was it – this was what I was going to study and this was where I was going to do it.  And it felt great to finally know! 
My experience thus far has been incredible.  It has been fun, interesting and definitely a challenge.  And I must say, I am thrilled to be done with Legal Research and Writing I and II!  I get a little bit more excited with each class that ends because I am that much closer to beginning my career in the law.  I plan to do an internship this summer and I am already actively exploring career opportunities.  And I am not going to rule out the possibility of law school in the future.  I am so confident that I made the right decision in studying to become a paralegal and I cannot wait to join all of you!  
